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Joun iv. 9. 


Then ſaith the Woman of Samaria unto him, 
how is it that thou being a Few, askeſt 
drink of me, which am a Woman of Sa- 
maria? for the Fews have no dealings 
with the Samaritans. 


NN ** to prepare your At- 
FA, 2 tention, for the Conference 

* between our Saviour, and the 
Woman of Jamaria, and be- 
> fore I proceed to raiſe any 
uſeful Doctrines from the Text, for the bet- 
ter regulating our Conduct and Converſa- 
tian in our Intercourſe, and Dealings with 
one another, it will be neceſlary to pre- 
| miſe the Occaſion of CHRIS s Journey 
through Samaria, and the Reaſon of this 
Woman's uncivil, uukind, denial of a little 


Water to a thirſty Stranger, and a wcatied 
Traveller. 


Tas 
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THE bleſſed J xs us being about to plant 


a pure Religion, and proclaim the Goſpel 
of glad Tidings in the World, contriv'd all 


the wiſe Means of propagating his Doctrine, 
and conſulting the Safety of his Miniſters, 


as well as the Spreading of Chriſtianity, 
he allows an innocent Flight from the Fury 
of Perſecutors; and as he was the Head of 


the Church, and an Example to his Apoſtles, 


and Diſciples, that were to be ſent to preach 
the Word, he ſhews, by his ſudden Departure 


from Judea into Galilee (it being for the 


Preſervation of his Church which was then 
in its Infancy) that it'is a wiſe Part to avoid 
the cruel Deſigns of wicked Men; and that 
it is not inconſiſtent with the divine Pur- 
poſes, to take a ſeaſonable Flight, when 
Gop's Glory (which ought to be the ulti- 
mate End of all our Actions) may be more 
| * by Soing than ſtay ing. 


Now the Occaſion of CHRIS T's remov- 


ing from Judea into Galilee, was the Intel- | 


ligence he knew the Phariſees had, as you 
find in the 1ſt Verſe of this Chapter, of the 
great Succeſs of his Miniſtry, and as that vile 
Sett of People had already betray'd John the 
Baptiſt, a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, into 
the Hands of Herod, (as all Kings and Rulcrs 
havc thoſe about * that (ct tlem againſt 
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thoſe honeſt Miniſters, that are bold to tell 
them the Truth) our bleſſed LORD, who 
converted more than John, could not ex- 
pect better Uſage; and therefore he who 
knew what was in man, and knew without 
the help of Spies, which the Phariſees made 
ule of, what meaſures thoſe People would 


take, he wiſely provides, by a Retreat, for 
his own Security. 


As he journey'd from Fudea to Galilee, 
he was oblig'd to paſs through Samaria, and 
coming to a City of that Country, which 
was call'd Schar, and being wearicd with 
his Journey and the Heat of the Day (for 
it was about the ſixth Hour) he fat on the 
| ſide of a Well, known by the name of 
Facobs-Well, and ſo call d as part and par- 
cel of the Ground that Jacob gave to his 


99 


AND 11 the Providence of Gop that 
| diſpoles imall Matters, and makes them in- 
ſtrumental to mighty Changes, renders this 
| ſeeming accidental Juncture, an Occaſion 
of the happy converſion of a Sinner; for 
whilſt he thus ſat hungry and a dry (for 
the Diſciples were gone into the City, to 
buy Meat, and were not return'd ; and there 
were none yet come to the Well to draw 
Wwe cn — give him to drink) on 

0 


[8] 

he was in all things in Hunger and Thirſt, 
and all other Infirmities (Sin only excepted) 
like unto us, and having ſuch an Experi- 
ence knew better how to pity) as he thus 
fat waiting for Refreſhment, there came a 
Woman of Samaria, a very ill Woman, of 
a corrupt Religion, and a ſcandalous Cha- 
rater, and her buſiucſs only to draw Wa- 
ter. 260 | | 


Jesvs, to ſhew that we may ſtand in 
need of Helps, from the meaneſt of our 
fellow Creatures, and to teach an uſetul 
Leſſon of mutual loving Kindneſs one to- 
ward another, does not think it beneath 
him, to ask for a little Drink, being wil- 
ling to return the Fayour in a more abun- 
dant Manner, (as we cuyht always to be 
as ready to do a Courtciy, as to ask one) 
and therefore he faith unto her, give me to 


drink. 


Bor this croſs, ill-condition'd, wicked 
Woman did not preſently reply, in the 
obliging Languaze of Rebeccah, Drink, my 
LoRrD, and haſte to let down the pitcher 
upon her hand, aud give him drink; but as 
if ſhe had nothing of Rebeccah in her, no- 
thing of that Tenderneſs and good Nature, 
which are the becoming Ornaments of her 
Sex, With a churliſh and ſcornful Air, not 
. py conſide- 
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conſidering the Neceſſity of the thirſty 
way-faring Man ; but as if glad of an Op- 
portunity to be even with a Jew, and not 
caring if he were choak'd, ſhe thus taunting- 
ly demands of him Hop is it that thou 
being a Jeu, askeſt water of me, who am 
a woman of Samaria: as if ſhe had ſaid, 
how can any of you Jews, that hold us 
Samaritans in ſuch Contempt, expect any 
Favour or Courteſy in this Country; you 
know how ill you uſe us, you know there 
is no good Underſtanding between us, and 
that the eus will have no dealings with 
the Samaritans, and can you think I will 
do any thing for you ? No! you may e'en 
| periſh for me; and if a Pitcher of Water 
| would fave your Lite, I will not draw it. 


THE Reaſon of this national Hatred, this 
| Diſſention between the Jews and Sama— 
W ritans, let us next enquire. into. The 
| Jews were very zealous for the true Reli- 
gion; they would have no Dealings, no 
| Correſpondence, or Familiarity, with any 


chat departed from the true Worſhip of 


Gop, and turn'd Idolaters. Te know how 
| that it is an unlawful thing for a man that 
is 4 Few, to keep company, or come unto 


one of another nation, Acts x. 28. and if 


you look into the 17th Chapter of the ſe- 
cond Book of Kings, we ſhall find an Ac- 
| B count 


1 


count of the Idolatry, of the People of Sama- 
ria. Every nation made Gods of their own, 


and put them in the houſes of the high places, 
which the Samaritans had made ; they ſerve 
their own Gods, after the manner of the 
nations: Unto this day they do after the for- 
mer manners ; they fear not the LoRD, neither 
do they after their ſtatutes, or after their or- 


dinances, or after the law and commandment, 


which the Lok commanded the Children of 
Jacob, whom he named Iſrael; and tho 
they had, as we read in Foſephus, ſome 


ſhew of the true Religion, by retaining the 


uſe of Circumciſion, Prieſts, and Temples ; 


yet was there in Samaria a mixture of Re. 


ligions, and though they feared the LORD, 


yet they ſerved their grauen Images; and 


for this cauſe the Jews held the Samaritans 
in great Abomination. | 


HAVING thus accounted for the Dif- 


| ference between the Jews and the Samar:- 


tans, and whence it was that the Woman 
of Samaria came to refuſe the Jewiſh 
Stranger a draught of Water; I ſhall lead 
your Contemplations through the reſt of FF 


the Story, and from this Conference, ſo 
uſeful to all Chriſtians, I ſhall make ſome 


Obſervations, and Inferences, for our own If 
Improvement. | 


Tre | 
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Tux next thing then that comes under 
our Conſideration is, what Reply our Sa- 


viour made to ſo barbarous uncivil Lan- 
| guage, ſo croſs a Speech; he does not ſet 


his Wit againſt her, and expoſtulate, as 
we arc apt to do with one another, upon 
any unneighbourly, unnatural Treatment: 


What refuſe me a little Water! I could 


not have expected ſuch inhuman Uſage up- 
on Earth: This is a Puniſhment peculiar, 
one would think, to Hell alone, to be de- 
ny'd a drop of Water; I am reſolvd to be 
even with thee, and reſent this unkind 
Dealing; I will retaliate the Diſcourteſy, 
I will ſerve thee in thy own Kind, and de- 
ny thee, what is in my Power to give, 
the more refreſhing, more material, more 
comfortable Waters. of eternal Life. 


Nol the Bleſſed Jes vs, who went about 
doing Good, and even Good for Evil, does 
not enter into the matter of Diſpute, the 
Difference that was then between the Fews, 


and the Samaritans, is far from dealing 
with Her, as ſhe dealt with Him, and pur- 

F poling only to gain the Woman's Soul, 
which he thirſted for more than Water, 
he takes this ſeaſonable Occaſion to dil. 
F courſe of the Fountain of Living Waters, 
where ſhe, where you, and l, and every 
one of us, may happily quench our ſpiritual 


B 2 | Thirſt; 
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Thirſt; therefore with a gracious Anſwer, 


that carries with it a gentle Rebuke, mix'd_ 


with much Mercy, which ſavours of Hea- 
ven, and declares the Author to be more 


than Man: He thus replies to the Wo- 


man, in the Verſe following the Text, If 
thou kneweſt the gift of GOD, and who 
it is that ſaith unto thee give me to arink, 
thou woudſt have askd of him, and he 


would have given thee living water. 


THE . who thought herſelf ve— 
ry witty, in her reaſoning with our Savi- 
our, being utterly ignorant of the great 
difference between the ſpiritual Water for 
a Man's Soul, that will preſerve it to ever- 
laſting Life, and the temporal Water, for 
the Beaſts that periſh ; or thinking at leaſt, 
that this Well of Jacob, had as much. Vir- 
tue, as that of CHRIST could pretend to 
have; ſhe ſcornfully rejects the gracious 
Offer, and ſcoffingly demands: Art thou 
greater than our Father Facob, who gave 
us the Well, and drank thereof himſelf, 
and his Children, and his Cattle? And 
when our Saviour procceded in his Argu- 
ment, to diſtinguiſh between the two Na- 
tures of the ſeveral Waters, Jhoſoever 
arimketh of this water, ſhall thirſt again: 
but whoſoever drinketh of the water that I 
ſhall give 28 mw never thirſt; the 

Woman, 


E 13 7] 


Woman, with the ſame ſcoffing Air, ſeems 

to make a Jeſt of this new, this ſtrange 
Water, and very pertly asks: I pray give 
me of that water, that I may not thirſt, 


neither come hither to draw: As if ſhe 


had ſaid, that wou'd be fine indeed, cou'd 
you give me ſuch Water as you talk 
of, what a deal of Trouble would it fave 
me? I need not come here ſo often, and 
ſo far for this; pray then let me but ſee, 
let me taſte the Water, you ſay has ſuch a 


noble Quality. 


Bur when the great Phyſician of her 
Sonl began to diſcourſe her, about her 
pretended Husbands, telling her that he 
whom ſhe then us'd as her Husband, was 
not her Husband ; and had kane d all 
the ſecret Paſſages of her Life, and fer 
before her Eyes a long Detail, a Hiſtory of 


: all her Actions, and open'd the Scene of 


her wicked and lewd Converſation, from 
her Youth, to her old Age; ſhe being con- 


| ſcious to herſelf, that all was true, and 


juſt, that he laid to her Charge ; there was 
now no room for jcſting, ſhe grows ſcri- 
ous, perceives him to be a Prophet, and is 
convinc'd, that he who told her all things, 
could be no leſs than CHRIST; and be- 


3 ing touch'd with Remorle of Conſcience, 
and awaken d from a long ſleep in Sin and 


Security; 


[ 14 ] 


Security ; ſhe ſtraight enquires after the right 
way of Worſhip, and the true method of 
Salvation, becomes very impatient to know 
where that living Water runs, whether in 


Feruſalem, or Samaria; and ſhe. who be- 


fore entertain'd the Saviour of the World, 


with ſuch Inhumanity and Scorn, now lies 


humbly proſtrate at his Feet. 


Lo! the wonderful Change, a Conver- 
ſion agrecable ; and a Succeſs anſwerable to 
the gracious Deſign of the Conference, 
and the Purpoſe of a Redeemer ; ſhe that 
before wallow'd in the filthy Puddle of Un- 


cleanneſs, is now panting after the Dew of 
Heaven, and the Waters of Purity; and 


longs to quench her holy Thirſt at the 


Spring head, and Fountain of Living Water. 


HAviNnG thus given you a ſhort Account 
of what paſs'd between our Saviour, and 
the Woman of Samaria, I ſhall proceed 
to make ſome Obſervations, and draw In- 
ferences for our own Improvement. 


THE Story naturally leads us to ob- 
ſerve in the firſt Place, what Diſagreement, 
and Diſaffection, a diverſity of Religion had 
bred between the Fews, and the Samari- 
fans; and we ſee here one Inſtance, to 
what a Pitch of Spite and Envy, the dit- 

ferencc 


e 
.. eo * 
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ference of Parties, and Opinions, is able to 


raiſe the Corruption of human Nature: 
The Jews held the Samaritans in Con— 
tempt, and wou'd have nothing to do with 
them; and now a Samaritan ſeems over- 


joy'd, that ſhe has an Opportunity to be 


even with CHRIST, who is one of the 
Jewiſb Nation; the barbarous cruel Wo— 
man, full of Reſentment for the Diſreſpect, 
thar herſelf and her Neighbours were treat- 
cd with, retuſes the poor Courteſy of a 
little common Water: Sure it cannot be 
juſtifiable, thus to remember paſt Unkind- 
neſſes, when we have an Object of Pity and 
Compaſſion preſented to us: The Jews 
might juſtify themſelves for not being too 
familiar with the Samaritans, as they were 
Idolaters, but ſure they went too far in re- 
fuſing Traffick and Commerce with them; 
and this our Saviour ſhews to be an unrea- 
ſonable Separation, by his ſending his Diſ- 
ciples unto their City to buy Meat. 


Ir may be expedient to keep a Diſtance 
from Perſons corrupt, either in Principle 
or Converſation: We have a Command- 


| | ment in the roth Verſc, of the 2d Epiſtle 


of John; to this Purpoſe. — If there come 
any unto you, and bring not the doctrine 
„% CHRIST, receive him not into your 
| houſe, neither bid him God ſpeed: It may 


do 
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do a bad Man ſome good, when he ſecs 


Men ſhun and avoid him, as fohn did 


Corinthus in the Bath. 


Bur we muſt retire into a Deſart, we muſt 


go out of the World, if we wou'd utterly 


avoid the Company and Converſation of 
wicked Men; our Affairs, our Commerce, 
and our Buſineſs in the World, render Cor— 
reſpondence neceſſary with all ſorts of Peo- 


ple, and People of all ſorts of Opinions ; 


we need not be too familiar with a very 
bad Man, leaſt we countenance Vice, and 
be in a manner Partakers of other Mens 
Sins; and thc Doctrine of the Text, which 
ſcems to direct us how to behave towards 
different Seas, and different Parties, teaches 
us an uſeful Leſſon, that however we may 
differ with a Diſſenter, in point of Prin- 
Ciple, and ways of Worſhip, in which we 
ought to be ſtedfaſt and immovable, and 
as ready to give a good Account of the 
Faith, and the Hope that is in us; yet can 
it by no means be juſtifiable to refuſe com- 
mon Civilities, and neighbourly Offices: 
The Difference and Diſpute, muſt be with 
the Principle, not with the Man, and it 
wou'd a Reflection on our Religion, 
and a Reproach to Chriſtianity, to talk of 
high and exalted Notions, and Doctrines, 
reveal d from Heaven, and yet be wanting 

| | tO 
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to the Dictates of mere Nature, and what 
even ares docs require, 


WI that are the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 


ſhou'd be wanting to you and ourſelves, if 


we did not recommend on Earth Peace, 


and good Will to Men. As the Apoſtle 
bclought his Corinthians, fo we are to be- 


ſcech our Hearers, to have no Schiſms and 
Diviſions amongſt them, but to keep the 
Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace z 


and are taught in our moſt excellent Form 
of Common- Prayer, to pray God to bring 


into the way of Truth all ſuch as have 
erred and arc ee 


As there will be differences in Opinions 
as in Fcatures, we cannot help thinking 
different Ways; but every one ought to 
be very careful to inſorm his Judgment, 
and guide his Conſcicuce the beſt he can, 
icſt he be guilty of a cauſeleſs Separation 
which is the Sic of Schiſm; but it would 
be hard, there would be no living, if every 
Diſpute were to be manag'd with Heat, or 
every Argument attended with a Duel. We 
muſt make all the Allowances poſlible for 
the different Sentiments of one another, 
for the Paſſions, Frailtics, and Weakneſſes, 


of human Nature; and tho' there may be 
a diveriity of Notions, yet ſhould there be 


always 


1 
always an Unity of Affection, and then 
how happy might we make one another. 


As our Condition is in the World we 
are made to depend one upon another, the 
meaneſt Perſon may be uſeful to the greateſt; 
our bleſſed LoR D you ſee, as Man, was 
beholding to an ordinary Woman for a little 
Water; Society does conſiſt of different 
Members, which, as in the natural Body, 


are ſerviceable to one another; and we muſt 


have a Care how we deny a ſeaſonable 
Help to any that may ſtand in need, left 
it be our own Caſe, and we may want 
as good a Turn, If common Humanity 
inſpires us with Affection and Tenderneſs, 


ſure the Goſpel of Peace, Love, and Unity, 


muſt advance human Nature to more ſub· 
lime, more refin'd Sentiments. 


THE great Deſign of our Saviour's tak- 
ing our Nature upon him, was in order to 
reconcile Gop to Man, to break down the 
Partition-Wall that was between Jew and 
Gentile, and to recommend an Union of 
Men together. It is the Apoſtle's Inference 
in the 4th Chapter of the 1ſt Epiſtle of 
St. John, ver. 11. If Gop ſo loved us, we 
ought alſo to love one another. 


HE 
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HE aſſigns that Love which ſeem'd na- 
turally to be owing to himſelf for the Ute 
and Benefit of thoſe. he left behind, as 
ſtanding more in need of ſociable and mu- 


tual Comforts while they continu'd among 


the Thorns and Briars, the Perplexities 
and Entanglements of this Wilderneſs here 
below; whatever Tokens of Love and 
Friendſhip we ſhew to one another, he 
looks upon as Rays of the divine Love 
that are reflected back again upon him- 
ſelf. The Kindneſs and Charity we conicr 
upon our Brethren, CHRIS x aſſures us he 
takes as done unto Himlelf, In that ye 


have done it lo my Brethren, ye have done 
it unto me. 


OUR bieſſed Loxp 8 Diſciples we 
pretend to be) has told us, that the name of 
Chriſtian, or Diſciple of CHRIST, will ſtand 
us in little ſtead; but has given us a Teſt 
whereby we are to prove that we are true 
Men and no Hypocrites. By this all men 
know that ye are my Diſciples if ye have 
love one to another, John xiii. 35. 


Wirk what Face dare we e profeſs our- 
ſelves Chriſtians, if at the ſame time we 


want the Character that our tender and 
loving LORD has given us, as the Badge 


C'3 | of 


1 
of our moſt Holy Religion. CHRIST came 
unto the World to plant Socicty as well 
as Religion; and his being born for us 
ſhews we are not born for ourſelves, but, 
being made up of nde, to help one 
another. 


NATURAL Religion dictates to us the 
common Duties of Humanity, but the 
Chriſtian Religion improves upon Nature, 
and binds us together with the ſtronger 
Bands of a ſpiritual Relation. Hereon are 
grounded thoſe Precepts of the Goſpel of 
Peace and Reconciliation, That we do un- 
fo others as we would they ſhould dn un- 
to us, and that we love our neighbour as 
ourſelves. 


THE great Lover of Souls has given us, 
in a ſpecial Manner, a new Commandment 
that comprehends both the Law and the 
Goſpel; A new commandment I give unto 
you, that ye love one another, John x xil. 


34. 


WE are now to all Men that which 
one Jew was to another, yea more than 
ſuch, as Chriſtianity has laid greater Obli- 
gations (than Fudazſn could poſſibly pre- 
tend to engage its Profeſſors,) to Love and 
Charity; and that we might be left with- 
b | out 
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out the Excuſe of partial Diſtinctions, our 
Lo RD himſelf has expounded the Object 


of our Love and Charity, by reſolving the 
Queſtion of a Fewzſh Lawyer, and putting 
| a Caſe whereby he forc'd a Confeſſion, 


that even a Samaritan, ſhewing Compaſſion 
to a few, did acquit himſelf as a good 
Neighbour to him; and conſequently that 
mutual Acts of Charity, and neighbourly 
good Offices, were due from a Jew to a Ca- 
maritan, and that he is our Neighbour to 
whomlocver we may be ulcful. 


SECONDLY, T he gracious and ſoft An- 


| wer of our Saviour to this churliſh Wo- 
man after ſuch unkind Uſage, calls for our 
| next Remark; and ſerves as a noble In- 
| ſlance to all Chriſtians, who are to follow 
the Example of our Saviour; and a ſca— 
| ſonable Inſtruction at all times and in all 
places to recompenſe Good for Evil, and 
o heap coals of fire upon an enemy's head, 
that is, to melt him into Temper and 
Complaiſance by Courtcly and Loving- 
F Kindneſs. 


Tho' the Woman was ſo croſs as to 


refuſe a little Water to our Saviour, tho“ 


ſhe was ſo ſhort in point of Civility and 


good Nature, yet you ice the Ulage meets 


with 


[ 22 ] 
with no unkind Return; but he lets her 
to underſtand, that if ſhe would but ask 
valuable Water, a living Water, a ſpiritual 
Water, a Water that would keep for cver. 
The Water in that Well could but quench 
a bodily Thirſt for the preſent, that would 
return again; but the Water that CHRIST 
could give her was of a heavenly Nature, 
that whocyer drank of it would no more 
thirſt after carthly Water. 


CHRIST here takes occaſion from the 
Well of Water to talk of the ſpiritual 
Water in an allegorical Way, and makes an 
carthly Mattcr miniſter heavenly Medita- 
tion. By this Gitt of Gop is underſtood 
the Excellcncy of CHRIST, and his Grace; 
CHRIST is here the Fountain of all Happi- 
neſs; he ſpeaks here in a figurative Way, as 
when he ſpcaks in the 6th Chapter, My 


fleſh is meat indecd, and my blood is drink. 


indeed. 


As the ſpring Water is generally of ex. 
cellent Virtuc, above all other Waters, to 
cool our Heat; and the Well of Water in 


this place, particularly famous for the cure 


of many Diſtempers; ſo there is a Virtuc 
in CHRIST'S Blood, to which the Sinner 
may reſort in his greateſt Drought ; and 


of him, he was ready to give her a more 


when | 
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| when he labours, and is heavy laden with 


the burden of his Sins, he ſhall find Reſt 
for his Soul. | 


DRINK deep then of the living Water; 
and be as conſtant within theſe Doors, as 
regular in the Chappel, as at the Well 


without; and as believing that your Prayers 


in this place of Worſhip, offer d up to 
Heaven, will bring down a Bleſſing, that 


| gives a healing Virtue to every Glals : 
And indeed without a Blcſling, all your 
& Draughts of Water will be of none Effect. 


THvs we read the Prophet David thirſt- 


ed for God, Pal. xlii. 2. for the living God; 
| whom had he in Heaven but him? aud 


i there was none upon earth, that he could 


| defire beſides him. Hence the Prophet e- 
| remiah calls upon us, Chap. Iv. Ver. 1. 


Hol very one that thirſteth, come ye to the 


Vaters: And here ChRIST makes a Ten- 
der of the great gift of Gop in himſelf to 

& the Woman of Samaria, and offers a Return 
of the greateſt Good, for her evil Dealings; 
| Which ſhou'd teach us, and it is an Apoſtle's 
| advice, not to be overcome of evil, but to 
| overcome evil with good. 


THERE 
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* THERE is a Way, that ſeldom fails, to 
get the better of thy Enemy; do him that 


hath wrong'd thee a good Turn, he will be 


aſham'd that is ſo oblig'd, and will not 
have it in his Inclination, if it were in his 
Power again, to hurt thee. 


THEREFORE, F thine enemy hunger, 


feed him ; if he thirſt, ive him drin; ſo 
ſhalt thou heap coals 3 fire upon his head, 


and he will be no more thy Enemy, but 
thy Fricnd. 


* TrinDLy. Let me obſerve to you, in 
the third Place, what indecd is the great 
end of Preaching; the vaſt and wide dit- 


ference between Heavenly, and Earthly 


things, which arc diſtinguiſh'd in this Con- 
ference, after this Manner: Whoſoever 
drinketh of this water, ſhall thirſt again; 
but whoſoever drinketh of the water, 2 I 
ſhall give him, ſball never thuſt. 


War is affirm'd by our Bleſſed Lord, 
concerning the Water of Jacob s-Well, 
will hold good, as to every other thing 
whatſoever here on Earth ; nothing in this 


World can give full Content to the Soul 
of Man. 
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Hz that hath drank of the Waters of 

Pleaſure, or of Profit, ſhall thirſt avain, 
nay more afterward, than before; for be- 
fore he drank, he had ſome Pleaſure in 
Hope, ſome Satisfaction in Conceit, and 
Expectation ; but the Event ſhows, he is 
milerably difappointed: He finds it too 
truly verify'd, what the Prophet T/aztah 
told him, Chap. lv. Ver. 2. That he laid 
out his money, but not for bread, and his 
labour without being ſatisfy 'd. 


ALL catchy things are ſweeter in the 
Proſpect, than in the Enjoyment. It has 
been obſetrv'd of the World, that it cannot 
fill che triangular Heart, no more than a 
Circle can fill a Triangle, for till there 
will be ſome empty Corners, 


Gothen, thou Worldling, get of carthly 


| things what thou canſt, and delight thy- 


| {elf in Fools Paradice; but remember in 
the End, thy Thirſt will be greater, thy 


| bread will prove gravel, thy honey gall, 
and thy wine vinegar 3 our Souls can find 
no more reſt in any earthly thing, than 
| Noah's Dove when out of the Ark : There- 
fore as ſhe return'd ro the Ark, ſo muſt 


| we rcturn to that Gop, that made us for 
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IT is obſcrv'd in Conveyances of Waters, 
ſo far as the Water deſcends, ſo far will it 
alſo aſcend; now this Water, it deſcends 
from Heaven, and therefore will thither 
return again: and as the Water in the 
Rock follow'd the Iſraelrtes into the Land 
of Canaan, lo this Water that comes from 
CHRIST, figur'd by that Rock; 1 Cor. x. 
will follow us to the heavenly Canaan; 
during our Pilgrimage here on Earth, a 


little will ſerve us by the Way to quench + 


our Thirſt, 'till we come to that Placc, 
where we ſhall hunger and thirſt no 
more. 


HERE we arc all but Travellers and Pil. 
grims, and ſeek for a better Country; we 
may and muſt take a little Refreſhment, as 
Wie go along: and as Jesus, wearied with his 

Journey, fat down on the Well, and ask'd 


tor Water to drink, ſo muſt we ſit down 


to cat, and to drink: but let us not 
take up our Reſt here; let us up again, let 
us not ſet our Hearts too much upon 


worldly Comforts; let us uſe our Country, | 


as our Saviour did Samaria, paſs through 
it, and have our Faces, as our Saviour had 
toward 7erufalem, toward our native Coun 
try, our everlaſting Manſions, 


LET 
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Lx us place all Creature-Comforts in 
ſnbordination to our future ExpeQations, 
utc the good Things that Gop gives us to 


' enjoy with Cheerfulnelſs and Innocence; 


and /o paſs\ thro things remporat, that We 
loſe not the things eternal. 


THERE are many more Obſervations and 
Inferences that might be made from this uſe- 
ful Story, which I have not time to enume- 
rate, and ſhall conclude my Diſcourſe with 


| a general Exhortation, that you ponder in 


your Minds, what you have heard this 
Day, and what you may learn by this 
Story, and improve it to your Advantage, 
both in reſpect to Gop, and Man, to your 
preſent Quiet, and future Profit another 


day. 


LET us all learn from the Woman of 
Samaria, and eſpecially thoſe of her own 
Sex, to avoid the Scandal of Lewdnels, 
Contradiction, or ill Nature; but by a. 
modeſt and obliging Carriage, and a becom- 
ing Language, "make the Virtues of the 


Mind correſpondent with the Beauties of 


the. Body; and adorn themſelves with an 
agreeable and chaſte Converſation, Which 
will more adorn them than that outward 
adorning of plaiting the Hair, and of wear- 
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ing of Gold, or putting on of Apparel: and 


let thoſe who have given any Offence; that 


have degencrated either from the fand 
Tenderneſs, or commendable Modeſty of the 
Sex, with this Woman of Camaria, let 
them remember to become as good Con- 
verts, as was this Samaritan. 


Br above all, let us copy are the Ex- 
ample of the bleſled Jesus, that Forbear- 
ance and long Suffering, ſo viſible and 
eminent in this paſſage of his Life: and 
tho little petty Diſputes will happen by 
Accidents, and through ſudden Heats and 


Paſſions between Neighbours, even between 


Friends, nay cyen between the Husband 
and the Wife; yet theſe, like Clouds, muſt 


pals over, and we muſt return to ourſelves 
and become one again. 


Wx live here in a Vale of Miſery, where 
we meet with a Thouſand petty Croſſes 
and Troubles in the common Road of our 
Lives, poor Things perhaps in themſelves, 
and if rationally conſider d by us very Trifles 
and Vanity, and yet able to bring Vexa- 
tion upon our impatient Spirits; even what 
we call Diverſion or Paſtime, docs often 
by ſome Chance or Accident, we daily 
ſee it, make Men to fret, to loſe their 


Temper 


29 J 
Temper, and ſpeak unadviſed with their 
Lips. 


Wr are expos'd to manifold Injuries, 
Contempts, and Diſgraces, many times 
without Cauſe, or ſometimes it may be 
for a good Cauſe, Now theſe kind of 
Sufferings are very ungratctul to Fleſh 
and Blood, we have need therefore of a 


great deal of Patience to bear them. 


WE converſe with Men of different 


{ Spirits and Tempers, foie Fiery and Fu- 
| rious, others Sullen and Slug! iſh, ſome 


Ignorant, ſome Proud, ſome Fickle and 
Humourſome, all ſubject to Paſſions and 
Infirmitics of one kind or other; and in- 
deed ſuch is the wondrous varicty of Con- 
ſtitutions and Diſpoſitions in Men and Wo- 
men, that as they reliſh with divers Pa- 


| lates, ſo they ſeem as much diverſified in 
| Sentiments and Notions, That all our 


AQtions are liable to various Conſtructi- 
ons, that whatever we ſay or do will be 
commended; by ſome and condemn'd by 
others, that in this unaccountable Diffe- 
rence of Opinions no body can be able 
by the moſt prudent Conduct to pleaſe 
all, or ever avoid the fatal Rocks of Pre- 
judice and Envy. | 


AND 
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AND in this Caſe what are we to do! 
Why we muſt upon all Occaſions ſummon 
up the Powers of Religion to our Aid, and 
labour all we can after an Evenneſs of 
Temper and Tranquility of Spirit; we muſt 
remember we are but Men, weak and frail 
Men, and make allowance for Paſlions 
and Prcjudices, to frame our Converſation 
to the Weakneſs of our Brethren, and ſo 
to bear what we cannot remedy. 


Wx are oblig'd as much as in us lies 
to live peaceably with all Men, to do e- 
very one his Part to advance Peace, by 
performing carefully the Duties of Love, 
Charity, and Good-Will to all, by doing 
good Offices and yielding due Reſpects to 
all according to their Place and Power, 
Quality and Condition, by abſtaining from 
all rigorous and injurious Dealings toward 
all, not going to Law for cvery little Tre— 
ſpaſs or haſty Word; but /aying aſide all 
anger, malice, and revenge, and putting 
on bowels of mercy and Kindneſs, forbear- 
ing one another, and forgiving one another, 
even as Goo for CaRIsT's ſake hath for- 
given us. 


[ 31 ] 


THAT ſo hevies our Principles peacc- 


able, and our Lives and Converſations blamc-_ 


leſs and harmleſs, we may live with tolerable 
Quiet an Satisfaction in the World, and in 


| thc happ* Aſſurance of the divine Favcur, 


paſs with Cheerfulneſs by the Waters of | 
Comfort, and in the Ways of Righteouſ- 
nels to the Kingdom of Peace and Glory. 


To which bleſſed State, &c. 
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